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Question 1
The authors assert that traditional mass media typically ignore what type of athletes?
Traditional mass media typically ignore gay athletes. They are seen as not usual in terms of masculinity. The press appraises only straight athletes. Gay athletes are ignored and seen as going against societal norms and structure in terms of gender and sex.
Question 2
 Provide the distinction between sex and gender provided by the authors.
According to the author, sex refers to a person's identity in terms of biological body organs. It includes reproductive organs that distinguish a man and a woman. On the other hand, gender refers to the decision of an individual of being feminine or masculine. For example, a man may decide to dress like a woman and perform all women's roles despite having reproductive systems that clearly defines him as a man.
Question 3
 How is media coverage connected to the “gender appropriateness” of a sport? 
Media appraises the standard gender in society. Gay and lesbians seen as abnormal gender in the community, therefore ignored by media. Gay and lesbians are ignored by media and often not recommended or identified during live shows. Most individuals tend to hide their gender identity to avoid embarrassment on media.


Question 4
Female athletes who appear to have "mannish" qualities assumed to be what—forcing them, often to defend what?
Female athletes who appear mannish are assumed to be lesbians, according to the author. They are seen as people who lack respect for the standard requirement by society. They are considered to be irresponsible and ignorant of the normal functioning of the community. They are forced to defend their gender rights and explain to culture on the importance of accepting people's decisions in terms of gender.
Question 5
 What is heteronormativity, and how might media coverage of athletes reinforce it?
Heteronormativity is the act of appraising a healthy sexual relationship. It includes supporting straight people. Gays and lesbians are not respected and not given proper respect and priorities in society. Media coverage reinforces this by criticizing gays and lesbians. They are often intimidated until they are forced to hide their identity. Media do not respect the athlete's privacy, and most reporters investigate their personal lives and expose them. 
Question 6
What argument do the authors of this article make for the media not covering the off-the-field lives of gay athletes? 
The author argues that the media does not keep the personal secrets of the athletes. The reporters often air out the private lives of gay athletes. They are often embarrassed and unable to face the public-private life, and freedom of any gay need to be respected. The author argues that the media does not have proper guidelines on how to cover the off-the-field lives of gay athletes. Media often exposes their lifestyles and affairs by monitoring their steps and relationships.
Question 7
How has the rise of new/digital media facilitated discourse and awareness of LGBT issues in sport and of athletes, according to the authors?
According to the author, the rise of new media has facilitated the discourse of LGBT issues in sport and of athletes by promoting equal gender awareness. It has enabled many athletes to be free to express their gender. Most of them have come publicly on media and were able to air out their interests and personal lives without fear of being embarrassed. It has promoted gender equality and understanding of gender interests. 
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